Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 07270 031032Z 

44 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 PC-01 OMB-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /075 W 

029589 

R 030940Z IUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9001 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 7270 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, IN 

SUB J : MAHARASHTRA STATE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES STRIKE ENDS 
REF: NEW DELHI 7271 

FOLLOWING IS COMMENT ON BOMBAY 1261 WHICH REPEATED TO 
DEPARTMENT AS NEW DELHI 7271 ON IUNE 3: THE STRIKE 
WAS PEACEFUL THROUGHOUT. POLITICAL PARTIES AND POLITICS 
PLAYED A NEGLIGIBLE ROLE. THE CHIEF MINISTER IN THE 
END WAS LENIENT WITH THE STRIKERS. DESPITE PRESSURE FROM 
THE UNION AND A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR A HARD LINE POLICY 
FROM THE MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS' LARGE AND INFLUENTIAL RICH 
FARMERS' LOBBY. THE GOM HAS GRANTED, BUT MAY TEMPORIZE 
IN IMPLEMENTING, ITS ACCEPTANCE "IN PRINCIPLE" OF THE 
DEMAND FOR PARITY OF DEARNESS (COST OF LIVING) ALLOWANCE 
WITH CENTRAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. THE STRIKE'S 
RELATIVE SUCCESS, COMBINED WITH A RECENT UPTURN IN 
INFLATION IN INDIA COULD INSPIRE OTHER STATE GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES BOTH IN MAHARASHTRA AND OTHER STATES TO STRIKE 
FOR HIGHER WAGES. 
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